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CABRILLO LAUNCHES PARTNERSHIP WITH RIDESPRING ON EARTH DAY 

 

Alterative Commute Program Now Available to all Cabrillo Staff and Faculty  
Aimed at Reducing Traffic Woes, Climate Change 

 
FOR RELEASE ON EARTH DAY, TUESDAY APRIL 22, 2008 - Getting to college is 
now easier, cheaper and greener for all faculty and staff who commute to Cabrillo 
College, thanks to the Cabrillo partnership with RideSpring, an innovative program that 
uses a simple, web-based interface that makes using an alternative commute easier and 
more rewarding. 
 
Local RideSpring clients include the City and the County of Santa Cruz, as well as 
clients in Silicon Valley and nationally.  To date RideSpring users at the City and County 
of Santa Cruz have eliminated over 50,000 car commute trips, resulting in a savings of 
11,000 gallons of gas, preventing over 215,000 pounds of CO2 from being emitted into 
our atmosphere. 
 
RideSpring is part of a larger “climate commitment” made by Cabrillo President Brian 
King on behalf of the Governing Board and the entire Cabrillo College community to 
reduce Cabrillo’s contribution to greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% by mid-
century.  Cabrillo formed a Climate Initiative Task Force in February charged with the 
creation of a comprehensive emissions inventory and plan to reduce emissions. 
 
A key component of the program offers great prizes for participants.  Local businesses 
including Eco Goods, Santa Cruz Coffee Roasting Company, Dharma’s and Aptos 
Natural Foods have contributed gift certificates in support of the new program. 
 
Cabrillo student Ryan Kaplan, President of the Sustainability Club and member of the 
Climate Initiative Task Force, originated the partnership.  Cabrillo is grateful to 
RideSpring founder Paul McGrath for donating all of his time to establish the program for 
Cabrillo College.  Members of Cabrillo’s Climate Initiative Task Force plan to submit a 
grant proposal to the Monterey Bay Air Pollution Control Board in June in order to 
expand the RideSpring program to all 16,000 Cabrillo students. 
 
About Cabrillo College  
Cabrillo College is a leading California community college serving Santa Cruz County with 
locations in Aptos, Scotts Valley and Watsonville. It is ranked #1 in transfers to U.C. Santa Cruz. 
Founded in 1959, the college offers more than 100 academic and career technology programs 
that serve multiple educational goals such as A.A. and A.S. degrees, certificates of proficiency, 
skills certificates, transfer to 4-year institutions or for lifelong learning and personal enrichment. Its 
mission is to enhance the intellectual, cultural, and economic vitality of its diverse community by 
assisting all students in their quest for lifelong learning and success in an ever-changing world. 
 
About RideSpring 
RideSpring offers companies, agencies and organizations an outsourced and easy-to-implement 
trip reduction solution by facilitating and rewarding ride matching at the worksite and promoting all 
alternative commute modes with valuable prizes awarded.  For more information visit: 
www.ridespring.com 


